Autosomal recessive microcephaly and micromelia in Cree Indians.
In a highly consanguineous, predominantly Cree Indian community in northern Saskatchewan, Canada, 14 similarly malformed babies have been born to eight different mothers since 1953. Six of these infants are reported to assist delineation of the syndrome. The major manifestations of the condition are: Intrauterine growth retardation, perinatal death, marked microcephaly, and severe malformations of the limbs, especially the arms. Elbows are fused, forearms are greatly shortened and usually contain only a single bone, and the hands are very abnormal with only two to four malformed digits. Parental consanguinity, a sex ratio close to one, and a 25% segregation ratio all support autosomal recessive inheritance of this syndrome.